POLICY FOR PLACEMENT OF MEMORIALS, 

MONUMENTS, WORKS OF ART,

AND OTHER AMENITIES ON TOWN-OWNED PROPERTY
Prepared by the Camden Historic Resources Committee

BACKGROUND


The intent of this policy is to establish criteria and a review process for accepting all memorials, works of art, and other amenities for placement on Town-owned property. It does not inhibit or in any way apply to the placement of furnishings related to health, safety and security.


Since the visual and spatial experiences of all citizens are affected, decisions concerning the provision of memorials, works of art, and other amenities should be made through an appropriate process for review and approval. This process should be followed by all potential donors and/or stewards of Town-owned properties, whether proposed projects use public funds or private donations. The process should insure the appropriateness of donations before they are accepted and installed. It will also assure donors and potential donors that their generous gifts will be properly used and appreciated. Unsolicited memorials and works of art are not encouraged. Memorials should have relevance to future generations, and historical perspective should be considered.

CRITERIA FOR ACCEPTANCE

· Proposal requirements must be met.
· The theme, character, design, scale, and location must be appropriate.

· Materials must be appropriate and of high quality.

· No advertising or commercial credits are permitted.

· There shall be no on-site recognition for living memorials.

· Memorials shall conform to the intent of any master plans that have been approved by the Selectmen for Town properties or to any historic plans in cases where master plans have not been developed.

· No memorials shall be placed to honor living persons.
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REVIEW PROCEDURE


Approval for all proposed additions or changes to public property rests ultimately with the Selectmen of the Town. Most proposals for memorials, works of art, or other permanent furnishings would not fall into the category of construction that must be approved by the Code Enforcement Officer; but if work involving the issuance of a building permit is involved, the approval of the CEO would be required. As is the case with all changes to Town-owned property, proposals for memorials, works of art, and other permanent amenities must be presented to the Board of Selectmen for review. Any proposal must be approved by the Board of Selectmen before implementation or placement can occur, and the Selectmen shall consult with relevant Town committees to assist with the review of such proposals.

PROPOSAL REQUIREMENTS

· Statement of purpose and importance of the proposed item
· Measured drawings and site context drawing, and/or planting plan
· Lighting plan, if applicable

· Assessment of compatibility within the property’s historic context and present site conditions

· Description of materials

· Installation or fabrication details and details of any necessary site restoration

· Demonstration that there is no impact on public safety, security, health, or accessibility standards.

· Projected fabrication/installation schedule and budget.

· Plan for on-going maintenance of the proposed item(s), including an endowment fund and an estimate of maintenance costs that the Town would have to accept.

· If there is a private donor, a statement of acceptance from that donor that the Town, after a review process, has the right to remove the item and return it to the donor or a donor-designated recipient, if it has deteriorated beyond repair or is determined inappropriate.
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Glossary of Terms

Amenity​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​—Something that provides or increased comfort, pleasantness, or convenience.

Appropriateness—Suitability or fitting in its environment.

Character—Distinguishing features or attributes

Living Memorials—Trees, shrubs, and other vegetation.

Memorial—A commemorative monument established to preserve the memory of a person or event.

Monument—A building, statue or other structure erected to commemorate a person, group of persons, or event, usually in recognition of some type of outstanding public service.

Theme—The subject or message of an artistic work.

Work of Art—A creation whose attribute is beauty.
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