CAMDEN CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEETING 05/29/2013

Minutes of meeting held May 29, 2013, from 7:00 to 9:30 PM

Camden Conservation Commission (CCC) members present: Doug Johnson (chairman), Roger Rittmaster, Carla
Ferguson, Barbara Melchiskey, Robin Kern
Not present: Nancy Caudle-Johnson (Tree City USA and Arbor Day coordinator)

OLD BUSINESS:

-The minutes of the meeting held on 04/17/13 were approved.

-Doug described the Arbor Day Celebration, held on May 26th, as a success. Included in this celebration was a walk,
led by Doug, to Norumbega Inn, whose new owner — Phillip Crispo —described the significance of Camperdown
elms in his life. It is planned that Mr. Crispo will submit the first heritage tree application under the new Camden
Heritage Tree Project; the application will be for the Camperdown elm that graces the front of the inn.

-Doug mentioned that he and Roger attended a meeting for working groups on the riverwalk and public landing
projects. At this meeting, for each project, ten of the most recurrent public suggestions were listed. For the
riverwalk project, a number of these suggestions focused on the tannery property as a place for a trail head or
gathering spot or park. Doug described that he commented at the meeting that because of this public interest in
the tannery property being used for public purposes rather than private, the fact that the property was up for sale
posed a problem. There was no response to this comment at the work group meeting. CCC members then
discussed at length a proposal to suggest a moratorium on the sale of this property. This led to the unanimous
passage of the following motion, which was made by Barbara and seconded by Carla:

Whereas: the Town of Camden is considering the development of a walk along the Megunticook River, and
Whereas: public meetings have been held to study the desires and concerns of the Town’s citizens about this
project, which revealed a strong desire for an alternative plan to the sale of the Tannery Property, therefore

The Camden Conservation Committee moves to ask the Camden Select Board to consider a moratorium on the
sale of the Tannery Property until a final plan for the Riverwalk Project is presented to the Town.

Finally, Roger described his idea for a series of walks, sponsored by CCC, organized around the general theme of
natural history and including such walks as a tree walk, an insect and butterfly walk (which Roger already plans to
lead in July at the Snow Bowl) and a mushroom walk, to name but a few. He envisions that CCC members and
others will lead these walks. CCC members were enthusiastic about Roger’s idea, wholeheartedly supporting his
endeavor.

The next meeting is scheduled for July 10th at 7 PM.

Submitted by Robin Kern, secretary.



TREE CITY USA’

ARBOR DAY PROGRAM - CAMDEN, MAINE

CAMDEN’S 19TH ANNUAL ARBOR DAY CELEBRATION
Sunday, May 26, 2013, 1 p.m.
HARBOR PARK and "NORUMBEGA"

Celebrating our 18th year as a TREE CITY USA - 1995-2012!
- AT HARBOR PARK -

ARBOR DAY PROCLAMATION - Don White, Camden Selectboard
TREE CITY USA AWARD - Nancy Caudle-Johnson, Arbor Day and Tree City USA Coordinator

Camden's Tree Program and Project Canopy grants to establish a Camden Heritage Tree Register
and plant trees in the downtown area

CAMDEN's HERITAGE TREE REGISTER - Robin Kern, Camden Conservation Commission
and Nancy Caudle-Johnson, Project Coordinators

GUIDED TREE WALK - HARBOR PARK TO NORUMBEGA - Arborist Douglas N. Johnson
Walk (Doug Johnson will point out significant trees along the way)
or drive to Norumbega Castle on High Street.
Camden Amphitheater - four Camperdown elms; Atlantic Ave. - large Norway maple;
Sea St. - pin oak, large white ash, triple trunked linden, flowering cherry;
large red oak, large black locust, melasequoia, large Norway spruces, large horse chestnut,
large copper beech, large red Dpine, large white ash, two ginkgos;

Norumbega - two Camperdown elms

High St. -

- AT NORUMBEGA -
ORIGINS OF THE CAMPERDOWN ELM - Douglas N. Johnson

A personal story about the CAMPERDOWN ELM at NORUMBEGA and CAMPERDOWN PARK
in DUNDEE, SCOTLAND - Phillip Crispo, Norumbega

TREE CITY USA
Tree City USA, a program of the Arbor Day Foundation, is administered in Maine by the Dept. of Conservation.
To qualify, a community must have a tree ordinance; an official tree board; proclaim and celebrate Arbor Day;
and expend at least two dollars per capita on its tree program. On May 20, Camden received the 7ree City USA

award at Maine's Arbor Week ceremony. Camden's 7ree City USA award is on display in the town office, and

during Maine's Arbor Week (the third full week in May) the Tree City USA flag flies over the town office building .

MAINE'S 18 TREE CITIES (and years as a Tree City)
Farmington, Kennebunkport, Westbrook - 36 Yarmouth - 34 Portland, So. Portland - 33
Augusta - 19 Camden - 18 Orono - 17 Bath - 16 Waterville - 15 Hallowell - 11

Auburn, Lewiston - 10 Bangor - 9 Hampden - 6 Castine - 4 Saco - 3

CAMDEN'S TREE BOARD & CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Douglas N. Johnson, chair, Robin Kern, secretary/treasurer, Carla Ferguson, David Kern,
Barbara Melchiskey, Roger Rittmaster
Nancy Caudle-Johnson - Arbor Day and Tree City USA Coordinator
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THURSDAY, MAY 23, 2013 | THE CAMDEN HERALD

TREES, from pagelA1

Camperdown Park in Dundee,
where the first Camperdown
elm was bred, as a child. -
Heritage Reglstry
nomination forms will be
available the third week in

June, said Caudle-Johnson 7" "hay

She also méntioned that =
- the library amphltheater,
National Historic Landmark, -
also has four ¢ specimens of thls
unusual weeping elm.
Douglas N."Johnson said”

of Scottish'elm, was first
created in the 19th century
by grafting a cutting from a-

. dwarf elm onto a normal-size
specimen on the grounds of
what was:then Camperdovm
Castle. Specimens inthe -
United: Stateg, he said, are
generally created by graftmg
onto-an American elm. One’
advantage these trees have, :
he said, is that they are not .
vulnerable to the Dutch elm
dlsease that killed so-many -

~ ‘Service and th
the Camperdown elm, a vanety L

some changes thlS year, she
said. .
Up to now, Bruce
explained, the program has
offered trees to Camden.
homeowners and businesses” |
ata thlil d. oﬁ their cost, w?th the

‘ $ Q-‘PTOJeCt CaIIOPy .‘
.~ Grant by the Mai

Service for tree, plantlng and

“‘maintenance.

However, this year, the

‘ -grant requirements state
the trees must be; t;;)lanted

in the downto

v;Bursmess‘ Group each

contributed: $1

o e 1,100 to make upf j
_,e‘matc ] .

trees in the past. He added: that - “sigy

the elm at: Norumbegar may -

be the largest of its'species in

Maine.
-As partnersin the

Heritage Tree Registry, the

Conservatior
has enlisted Camden Public
Library, Penobscot Bay
Chamber of Commerce,
Camden Herald. and several ‘
area schools; she said: -

Caudl
a preclat

n expres;
orthe su‘ppq}'t E
of Town Manager Patrica

megan and Development == -

Director Brian-Hodges:"

when volunteers with

Elamdeni

ocuses on
‘or need
ds

year. thani inthe past‘ Bruce :

:mag:les at’
~ This is also the time of yenf i
1

explai

o e !
Chestnutrstreets onth
i ) the parkin
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Local & Regional B2-3
Weather B8

Thursday, May 23, 2013

Camden plans
Arbor Day ceremony

BY STEPHEN BETTS
BDN STAFF

CAMDEN — The town’s an-
nual Arbor Day celebration will
begin at 1 p.m. Sunday at Har-
bor Park on Atlantic Avenue.

After a brief ceremony in
which Select Board member
Don White will read a procla-
mation, the new owner of The
Norumbega Inn, Phillip Cris-
po, will speak about Camper-
down elms.

Arborist and Conservation
Commission member Douglas
Johnson will lead a walk of
Norumbega’s grounds.

The Conservation Commis-
sion received a Project Canopy
grant to establish a Camden
Heritage Tree Registry, accord-
ing to a news release from
Nancy Caudle-Johnson, who or-
ganizes the Arbor Day event.

For information, call 236-
6855.

L bangordailynews.com =



