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CAMDEN COMPREHENSIVE PLAN COMMITTEE
MINUTES OF MEETING
December 11, 2014

PRESENT: Chair Lowrie Sargent; Members Richard Bernhard, Richard Householder, and John
Scholz; Jean Freedman-White, Comprehensive Plan Coordinator; and CEO Steve Wilson
ABSENT: Robin Mcintosh

The Chair called the Meeting of the Committee to order at 5:10 pm, following discussion of
the initial agenda item as the Planning Board; that meeting will resume after the Comp Plan
Committee adjourns.

1. PUBLIC INPUT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS: No one came forward

8. PUBLIC INFORMATION GATHERING MEETING:
Chapter 22 Regional Cooperation: Richard Bernhard

After Mr. Bernhard made the changes recommended during Committee review, Eric Gallant of
the Mid-Coast Regional Planning Commission wrote to comment on that revised draft. Mr. Gallant
reiterated his concern that the chapter failed to reference areas where the State has mandated that
communities participate in various regional planning initiatives. He recommends the following State
policies and strategies be referenced in this re-draft — either in this Chapter or the chapter where each
is individually discussed:

Cooperate with neighboring communities to protect shared water resources
Cooperate in the development of local land-use efforts

Develop methods to protect shared critical resources

Cooperate to develop shared economic development strategies

Support regional efforts to address workforce and other affordable housing needs
Cooperate in developing regional transportation systems

Develop a regional land use strategy

Mr. Gallant goes on to say that including these goals for regional cooperation will allow the
State to find the Plan consistent with the State’s Comprehensive Plan Review Criteria. The
Committee agreed these goals and policies should be included within each specific chapter with
recommendations on which goal fits where to come from Mr. Bernhard and Ms. Freedman-White.

Anita Brosius-Scott and Geoff Scott were present to offer comments on behalf of the Camden
Rockport Pathways Committee. The Pathways Master Plan was referenced with regard to future
project goals of a regional nature, and after lengthy discussion, the Scotts were asked to provide
language to be inserted into the Chapter to address various Pathways Committee recommendations:
development of the regional portion of the proposed “East Coast Greenway”; interconnected non-
motorized pathways linking local schools and downtowns; expanding the mountain bike association’s
work on the trail system at Ragged Mountain; exploring ways that conserved properties can be used
for additional recreational opportunities; and to encourage development of a vision for regional out-
door recreational opportunities that would draw visitors to the area for this specific purpose.

Recommendations were also made regarding the goal to examine ways to develop fairness in
the allocation of funding for regional schools; to look at “Smart Growth” goals when planning any
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regional transportation project; and to include provisions for bicycles and pedestrians in all regional
transportation planning. Some of the language recommended comes directly from the Pathways
Master Plan, and the Scotts will supply that language. Mr. Scott asked if there would be specific
references to their Master Plan within the Comp Plan, and added that that the more specific the
references within the Comp Plan are with regard to specific Pathways Master Plan goals, the more
weight the Comp Plan connection carries in grant applications.

9. CPC REVIEW:
District Review: Village and Village Extension (V and VE): Richard Householder

The drafts were just distributed so full review was deferred until the January 8 meeting. Mr.
Bernhard asked if Mr. Householder if he could add some discussion of the history and character of the
Districts and if he would include a discussion of the interface of the VE with the rural districts. He
understands that the purpose of describing these districts is to inform readers of the unique history and
characteristics of different parts of the area — if they are interested in moving here they will want to
know what the Town is like in those ways, not in the way described in Mr. Householder’s draft that
lists an inventory of uses.

Ms. Brosius-Scott asked if in recommending certain changes to these districts, the Committee
was laying out a road map for future zoning amendments. She recommended that in addition to
looking at making changes to what exists, the Committee also consider what it is they would like to
specifically preserve in each district. Mr. Bernhard suggested that the conversations the Committee
hopes to have with residents of each district will help direct the recommendations that will be put
forward in the Plan.

10. SCHEDULE of REVIEW:

The schedule was updated, and the meeting schedule reviewed: The Comprehensive Plan
Committee will meet on January 8 instead of 15. Planning Board will meet on the 15 and either the 22
or 29 depending upon the Snow Bowl Lodge submissions schedule.

There being no further business before the Committee they adjourned at 6:15pm to re-adjourn
as the Planning Board.
Respectfully submitted,

Jeanne Hollingsworth, Recording Secretary
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